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The new Brix creation on display is Linen, a material created by Japanese designer Naoto
Fukasawa. Over a span of thirty years, Fukasawa’s essentialist approach has created dozens
of products and won over 50 awards in Europe and America. Fukasawa has designed everything
from watches to mobile phones, CD players, paper shredders, food wrappings, printers,
chairs, bookcases, beds and kitchens.

Linen typifies Fukasawa’s approach to simplifying technology by making it more accessible,
and by turning the complicated into the simple.

Linen is inspired by the pattern left on Japanese tofu bean curd by the cotton fabric in
which it is wrapped and preserved. This ultra-fine single colour pattern typifies the way
in which Brix co-operates with designers who, each in their own way, are capable of “design-
ing the bare minimum”. For Brix, the bare minimum ignores ‘décor’ to focus on detail
instead, creating density and timelessness.

As a material, Linen is available in four different colour variants (white, cord, amber and
pitch) and in four basic sizes (120x120, 60x120, 60x60, 30x60). Fukasawa conceived Linen
by imagining how applying fabric to a hard material like ceramic could soften its rigid and
cold appearance. As Fukasawa himself explains, “I wanted to create something with a very
fine pattern, just as if a wet fabric had been stuck to a surface.”
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